
2 Linear Relations and 
Functions

Linear Relations and Functions Make this Foldable to help you organize your notes. Begin with four 
sheets of grid paper.

1 Fold in half along the 
width and staple along 
the fold.

2 Turn the fold to the 
left and write the title 
of the chapter on 
the front. On each
left-hand page of the 
booklet, write the title
of a lesson from the 
chapter.

Real-World Link
Underground Temperature Linear equations can be 
used to model relationships between many real-world 
quantities. The equations can then be used to make 
predictions such as the temperature of underground rocks.
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• Analyze relations and functions.

• Identify, graph, and write linear 
equations.

• Find the slope of a line.

• Draw scatter plots and find 
prediction equations.

• Graph special functions, linear 
inequalities, and absolute value 
inequalities.

Key Vocabulary
dependent variable (p. 61)

domain (p. 58)

function (p. 58)

independent variable (p. 61)

relation (p. 58)



GET READY for Chapter 2
Diagnose Readiness You have two options for checking Prerequisite Skills.

Write the ordered pair for each point. 
(Prerequisite Skill)

 1. A

 2. B

 3. C
 4. D

 5. E

 6. F

ANIMALS A blue whale’s heart beats 9 times 
a minute. 

 7. Make a table of ordered pairs in which the 
x-coordinate represents the number of 
minutes and the y-coordinate represents 
the number of heartbeats. (Prerequisite Skill)

 8. Graph the ordered pairs. (Prerequisite Skill)

Evaluate each expression if a = -1, b = 3, 
c = -2, and d = 0. (Prerequisite Skill)

 9. c + d 10. 4c - b

 11. a2 - 5a + 3 12. 2b2 + b + 7

 13.   a - b _ 
c - d

   14.   a + c  _ 
b + c

  

Simplify each expression. (Prerequisite Skill)

 15. x - (-1) 16. x - (-5)

 17. 2[x - (-3)] 18. 4[x - (-2)]

 19. TRAVEL Joan travels 65 miles per hour for 
x hours on Monday. On Tuesday she 
drives 55 miles per hour for (x + 3) hours. 
Write a simplified expression for the sum 
of the distances traveled. (Prerequisite Skill)

Substitute -1 for 
a, 3 for b, -2 for 
c, and 0 for d.

Example 1 Write the ordered pair for point G.

Step 1  Follow a 
vertical line 
through the 
point to find the 
x-coordinate on 
the x-axis. The 
x-coordinate
is 7.

Step 2  Follow a horizontal line through the 
point to find the y-coordinate on the 
y-axis. The y-coordinate is -5.

Step 3  The ordered pair for point G is (7, -5). 
It can also be written as G(7, -5).

Example 2 Evaluate d(a2 + 2ab + b2) - c if 
a = -1, b = 3, c = -2, and d = 0.

0 [(-1)2 + 2 (-1)(3) + 32] - (-2)  

 = 0 - (-2)   Multiplication Property of Zero.

 = 2    Subtract.

Example 3 Simplify   2 _ 
5
   [x - (-10)].

  2 _ 
5
  [x -  (-10) ]

 =   2 _ 5  (x + 10)  Simplify.

 =   2 _ 5  (x) +   2 _ 
5
  (10) Distributive Property

 =   2 _ 5  x + 4  Simplify.
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Option 1
Take the Quick Check below. Refer to the Quick Review for help.

Option 2
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Take the Online Readiness Quiz at algebra2.com.

http://algebra2.com
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The table shows average and maximum lifetimes for 
some animals. The data can also be represented as 
the ordered pairs (12, 28), 
(15, 30), (8, 20), (12, 20), and 
(20, 50). The first number in 
each ordered pair is the 
average lifetime, and the 
second number is the 
maximum lifetime.

  (12, 28)
 average  maximum
 lifetime  lifetime

Relations and Functions2-1

Graph Relations You can graph the 
ordered pairs above on a coordinate system.
Remember that each point in the coordinate 
plane can be named by exactly one ordered
pair and every ordered pair names exactly 
one point in the coordinate plane.

The graph of the animal lifetime data lies 
in the part of the Cartesian coordinate 
plane with all positive coordinates. The

is composed 
of the x-axis (horizontal) and the y-axis
(vertical), which meet at the origin (0, 0)
and divide the plane into four In general, any ordered pair in 
the coordinate plane can be written in the form (x, y).

A is a set of ordered pairs, such as the one for the longevity 
of animals. The of a relation is the set of all first coordinates 
(x-coordinates) from the ordered pairs, and the is the set of all 
second coordinates (y-coordinates) from the ordered pairs. The domain 
of the function above is {8, 12, 15, 20}, and the range is {20, 30, 28, 50}.

A  is a special type of relation in 
which each element of the domain is paired
with exactly one element of the range. A pp g
shows how the members are paired. A function 
like the one represented by the mapping in 
which each element of the range is paired with 
exactly one element of the domain is called a 

Animal Lifetimes
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{(12, 28), (15, 30), (8, 20)}

Domain

mapping

Range

28
30
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8

Animal
Average
Lifetime
(years)

Maximum
Lifetime
(years)

Cat 12 28

Cow 15 30

Deer      8 20

Dog 12 20

Horse   20 50

Source: The World Almanac

William J. Weber

Main Ideas

• Analyze and graph 
relations.

• Find functional 
values.

New Vocabulary

ordered pair
Cartesian coordinate 

plane
quadrant
relation
domain
range
function
mapping
one-to-one function
discrete function
continuous function
vertical line test
independent variable
dependent variable
function notation



Vertical Line Test

Words If no vertical line intersects a 
graph in more than one 
point, the graph represents a 
function.

Models  

O

y

x

 If some vertical line intersects a 
graph in two or more points, the 
graph does not represent a 
function.

O

y

x
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EXAMPLE Domain and Range

 State the domain and range of the relation shown in 
the graph. Is the relation a function?

The relation is {(-4, 3), (-1, -2), (0, -4), (2, 3), (3, -3)}.
The domain is {-4, -1, 0, 2, 3}.
The range is {-4, -3, -2, 3}.

Each member of the domain is paired with exactly one 
member of the range, so this relation is a function.

1. State the domain and range of the relation {(-2, 2), (1, 4), (3, 0), (-2, -4), 
(0, 3)}. Is the relation a function?

The first two relations shown below are functions. The third relation is not a 
function because the -3 in the domain is paired with both 0 and 6 in the range.

{(-3, 1), (0, 2), (2, 4)} {(-1, 5), (1, 3), (4, 5)} {(5, 6), (-3, 0), (1, 1), (-3, 6)}
Domain

function

Range

�3
0
2

1
2
4

 

Domain

function

Range

�1
1
4

3
5

 

Domain

not a function

Range

�3
1
5

0
1
6

Continuous 
Relations
You can draw the 
graph of a continuous 
relation without lifting 
your pencil from the 
paper.

A relation in which the domain is a set of 
individual points, like the relation in 
Example 1, is said to be discrete. Notice 
that its graph consists of points that are 
not connected. When the domain of a 
relation has an infinite number of 
elements and the relation can be
graphed with a line or smooth curve, the relation is continuous. With both 
discrete and continuous graphs, you can use the vertical line test to determine 
whether the relation is a function.

y

xO

(2, 3)(�4, 3)

(�1, �2)

(0, �4)

(3, �3)

In Example 1, there is no vertical line that contains more than one of the points. 
Therefore, the relation is a function.
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Vertical Line Test
You can use a pencil to 
represent a vertical 
line. Slowly move the 
pencil to the right 
across the graph to 
see if it intersects the 
graph at more than 
one point.

y

xO

(2, 5)

(1, 3)

(0, 1)

(�1, �1)

x y

�1 �1

0 1

1 3

2 5

Year
Population
(millions)

1960 3.0

1970 3.2

1980 3.7

1990 3.7

2000 4.0

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

EXAMPLE Vertical Line Test

 GEOGRAPHY The table shows the population of the 
state of Kentucky over the last several decades. Graph 
this information and determine whether it represents a 
function. Is the relation discrete or continuous?

Use the vertical line test. Notice 
that no vertical line can be drawn 
that contains more than one of 
the data points. Therefore, this 
relation is a function. Because 
the graph consists of distinct 
points, the relation is discrete.

2. The number of employees a company had in each year from 1999 to 2004 
were 25, 28, 34, 31, 27, and 29. Graph this information and determine 
whether it represents a function. Is the relation discrete or continuous?

Equations of Functions and Relations Relations and functions can also be 
represented by equations. The solutions of an equation in x and y are the set of 
ordered pairs (x, y) that make the equation true.

Consider the equation y = 2x - 6. Since x can be any real number, the domain 
has an infinite number of elements. To determine whether an equation 
represents a function, it is often simplest to look at the graph of the relation.

EXAMPLE Graph a Relation

  Graph each equation and find the domain and range. Then determine 
whether the equation is a function and state whether it is discrete or 
continuous. 

 a. y = 2x + 1

Make a table of values to find 
ordered pairs that satisfy the 
equation. Choose values for x and 
find the corresponding values for y. 
Then graph the ordered pairs.

Since x can be any real number, there 
is an infinite number of ordered pairs 
that can be graphed. All of them lie on the line shown. Notice that every 
real number is the x-coordinate of some point on the line. Also, every real 
number is the y-coordinate of some point on the line. So the domain and 
range are both all real numbers, and the relation is continuous.

This graph passes the vertical line test. For each x-value, there is exactly 
one y-value, so the equation y = 2x + 1 represents a function.



Reading Math

Functions Suppose you 
have a job that pays by 
the hour. Since your pay 
depends on the number 
of hours you work, you 
might say that your pay is 
a function of the number 
of hours you work.
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 b.  x = y2 - 2
Make a table. In this case, it is easier 
to choose y values and then find the 
corresponding values for x. Then 
sketch the graph, connecting the 
points with a smooth curve.

Every real number is the y-coordinate 
of some point on the graph, so the 
range is all real numbers. But, only 
real numbers greater than or equal to -2 are 
x-coordinates of points on the graph. So the domain is {x|x ≥ -2}. 
The relation is continuous.

You can see from the table and the vertical line test that there are two y 
values for each x value except x = -2. Therefore, the equation x = y2 - 2 
does not represent a function.

3A. Graph the relation represented by y = x2 + 1.
3B. Find the domain and range. Determine if the relation is discrete or 

continuous.
3C. Determine whether the relation is a function.

x y

2 �2

�1 �1

�2    0

�1    1

2    2

y

xO

(2, 2)

(2,�2)

(�1, 1)

(�2, 0)

(�1, �1)

Given g(x) = 0.5x2 - 5x + 3.5, find each value.
4A. g(2.8) 4B. g(4a)

When an equation represents a function, the variable, usually x, whose values 
make up the domain is called the independent variable. The other variable, 
usually y, is called the dependent variable because its values depend on x.

Equations that represent functions are often written in function notation. The 
equation y = 2x + 1 can be written as f(x) = 2x + 1. The symbol f(x) replaces the 
y and is read “f of x.” The f is just the name of the function. It is not a variable 
that is multiplied by x. Suppose you want to find the value in the range that 
corresponds to the element 4 in the domain of the function. This is written as 
f(4) and is read “f of 4.” The value f(4) is found by substituting 4 for each x in 
the equation. Therefore, f(4) = 2(4) + 1 or 9. Letters other than f can be used to represent a 
function. For example, g(x) = 2x + 1.

EXAMPLE Evaluate a Function

 Given f(x) = x2 + 2 , find each value.

 a. f(-3)

  f(x) = x2 + 2 Original function

  f(-3) = (-3)2 + 2 Substitute.

  = 9 + 2 or 11 Simplify.

 b. f(3z)

  f(x) = x2 + 2 Original function

  f(3z) = (3z)2 + 2 Substitute.

  = 9z2 + 2  (ab) 2 = a2b2

Personal Tutor at algebra2.com

Extra Examples at algebra2.com

http://algebra2.com
http://algebra2.com
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